03/3Q/2005 'l6:38 FAX 7132388008 



CONLEY.ROSE 



@012 



A])pLNo.: 10/680,769 

Aindt dated March 30, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of December 29, 2004 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Based on the above amendment and the following remarks, applicants respectfully submit 
thait all the pending claims are in condition for allowance. 
St atus of tfie Claims 

Claims 1-2, 4-18, 21-22, and 24-33 were pending. Claims 1, 4, 8, 11, and 21 have been 
amended. No additional claims have been added. Claims 1-2, 4-18, 21-22, and 24-33 are therefore 
pending. 

Claims 1, 8, and 21 have been amended to mcorporate limitations from allowed claim 1 3. 
Claim 4 has been amended to reinstate its dependence on claim 1 . 

Claim 1 1 has been amended into indqpmdent form. The claim scope is unchanged by this 
an:iendment. 

Al lowable Subject Matter 

Claims 13-18 and 33 were allowed. Claims 6, 7, 10-12, and 26-27 were objected to as 
being dependent on a rejected base claim, but were indicated to be allowable if rewritten in 
indq}endent form. Applicants have accordingly amended the claims. 

Limitations from allowed claim 13 have been incorporated into independent claim 1. 
Claims 6-7 dep^d from claim 1 and are in condition for allowance. 

Limitations from allowed claim 13 have also been incorporated into independent claim 8. 
Claims 10 and 12 depend from claim 8 and are also in condition for allowance. 

Claim 1 1 has been amended into indq>endent form, placing this claim in condition for 
sdlowance. 

Limitations from allowed claim 13 have been incorporated into independent claim 21. 
Chdms 26-27 depend from claim 21 and are in condition for allowance. 
Re jections under 35 USC S 103 

Claims 1-2, 4-5, 8-9, 21-22, 24-25, 28-29, and 30-32 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a) as being unpatCTitable over U.S. Patent No. 5,592,058 (Archer) and U.S. Patent No. 
6,215,261 (Becerra). Applicants lespectfiilly traverse this rejection insofar as it ^plies to the 
rooiaim'ng claims as amended 
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Independent claims 1, 8 and 21 have been amended to incorporate Umitadons from allowed 
clrim 13. For at least this reason, claims I and 21, along with their respective dependent claims, 
cldms 2, 4-7, and 28-30; claims 9-10, 12, and 31-32; and claims 22 and 24-27, are believed 
allowable over the cited art. 
C onclusion 

In the course of the foregoing discussions. Applicant may have at times refmed to claim 
Umitations in shorthand fashion, or may have focused on a particular claim element This 
discussion should not be interpreted to mean that the olher limitations can be ignored or dismissed. 
The claims must be viewed as a whole, and each limitation of the claims must be considered when 
determining the patentability of the claims. Moreover, it should be tmderstood that there may be 
other distinctions betwe^ the claims and the cited art which have yet to be raised, but which may 
be raised in the future. 

If any fees or time extensions are inadvertently omitted or if any fees have been overpaid, 
please appropriately charge or credit those fees to Conley Rose, P.C. PTO Deposit Account No. 
03 -2769 (1391-30100) and enter any time extension(s) necessary to prevent this case fix>m being 
absmdoned. 

RespectfuUysubmitted, 



Daniel J. Krue^f 
PTOReg.NoJi2,271 
Conley Rose/P.C. 
P.O. Box 32^7 
Houston, jyi 112SZ-yi61 
(713) 238-8000 (Phone) 
(713) 238-8008 (Fax) 
ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANT 
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